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3 Nov—Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld has 
vowed the United States 
will stay in Iraq until the 
battle is won, despite the 
loss of 18 US lives in one 
day. 

"In a long hard war, we 
are going to have tragic 
days," Mr Rumsfeld said. 

In the heaviest US losses 
since the height of the 
war, 15 soldiers were 
killed and 21 wounded 
when a Chinook 
helicopter was downed 
near Falluja 

The incident prompted 
two senior US senators to 
call on President Bush to 
send more troops to Iraq. 

US military officials and 
witnesses said the giant 
aircraft had been shot 
down early on Sunday 


soldier was killed by a bomb 
in Baghdad. The 
administration appears more 
and more sensitive about the 
effect of the casualties on 
public opinion at home, says 
the BBC's Justin Webb in 
Washington. 

There has not been such loss 
of American life on one day 
in Iraq since 23 March - 
during the war to oust 
Saddam Hussein - when 28 
soldiers were killed in 
various clashes, 18 of them 
in a single battle at Nasiriya. 

Some Iraqis in Falluja - a 
centre of opposition to the 
US-led occupation - openly 
welcomed the American 
casualties. 

"This was a new lesson from 
the resistance, a lesson to the 
greedy aggressors," one Iraqi 
told AP news agency in 
Falluja 


And in Falluja itself, a At t be scene 0 f t | ie r0 adside 
roadside bomb killed two bomb Iraqis danced on the 

American civilian wre ckage and one youth 

contractors while another sported a us helmet Mr 


Rumsfeld said he accepted 
that troops faced a 
continuing risk of attack, 
including that of surface-to- 
air missiles (SAMs). 

"We've known about 
surface-to-air missiles since 
before we went in," he said. 

"They are dangerous and 
they exist in that country in 
large numbers, as they do 
in that part of the world So 
it's always a risk." 

Hundreds of SAMs, mainly 
Russian-made, are said to 
be still scattered across Iraq 
despite a coalition 
campaign to collect them 
with a reward of $500 
offered per missile Paul 
Bremer, the US civil 
administrator in Iraq, 
suggested on Sunday that 
the situation was "getting 
worse" 

"We've seen a much more 
sophisticated use of 
improvised explosive 

devices against coalition 
forces," he said. 




Nov 4 th —The Afghan Afghan Foreign Ministry president as its head. 
Government has spokesman Omar 


welcomed an emergency Samaad told the BBC 
aid package for the that the American aid 
country' passed by the package was welcome 
United States Senate. and timely. 

It says that it would like "We hope that this 
to see this commitment assistance will continue 
every year, and from until Afghanistan can get 
other international back on its own feet," he 

donors. 

The US Senate has 
approved over $12bn for 
Afghanistan, but critics 
say the money will not 
meet the country's 

security and 

humanitarian needs. 

Afghanistan badly needs 
funds to create jobs and 
build its shattered 

infrastructure, and only a 
quarter of previously 

pledged aid has actually 

been delivered. 


said. 

"However, Afghanistan 
needs a multi-year 
commitment not only 
from the United States 
but also Europe, Asia and 
the Middle East." 

The US Senate approved 


the aid package 

on 

Monday, the same 

day 

that a new 

draft 

constitution 

was 

unveiled, setting 

out 

Afghanistan's 

new 

political system - 

an 

Islamic republic with the 


The bulk of the US 
package will go towards 
strengthening security. 
That will be welcome, 
with almost daily attacks 
on coalition forces in the 
south blamed on the 
Taleban, and factional 
fighting in the north. 

But critics say the $1.2bn 
offered as development 
aid is a fraction of the 
country's reconstruction 
and humanitarian needs. 

"Reconstruction and job 
security can only be 
created through stability, 
disarmament of militias 
and an effective 
government apparatus," 
Vikratn Parekh of the 
non-governmental 
organisation, the 

International Crisis 
Group, said. 


Nov 3 rd —KABUL, 

Afghanistan (WP) - The 
government unveiled its 
long-awaited proposal for 
a new constitution 
Monday, opting for a 
strong presidential system 
and dropping the 
additional position of 
prime minister that had 
initially been proposed by 
a constitutional advisory 
commission 

The new draft, presented 
in a formal ceremony 
outside the presidential 
palace after weeks of 
private discussion among 
top officials, appeared to 
be a major political 
victory for President 
Flamid Karzai, 46, who 
hopes to win election next 
year to the post he now 
holds temporarily as the 
country's transitional 
j leader. 

The final word on the 
j new charter, and on the 
form of Afghanistan's 
emerging democracy, will 
come from 500 delegates 
to a national assembly 
scheduled for mid- 
December, who will 
debate and ratify the 
document in preparation 
for national elections. The 
entire process is 
mandated and monitored 
by the United Nations. 

"Today we have 
witnessed a significant 
step in taking the Afghan 
nation toward building a 
society ruled by law," 
Jawad Luddin, Karzai's 
spokesman, told 

journalists after the 
ceremony, which was 
attended by the ailing 
former Afghan king, 
Mohammed Zahir Shah, 
both living former 
presidents and many 
foreign ambassadors. 

The official draft calls for 
a president and single 
vice president to be 
elected, with a separate 
two-house legislature and 
judiciary It also states 
that "no law can be 
contrary to the sacred 
religion of Islam" but 
stops short of calling for 
full Islamic law to be 
implemented, as some 
conservative Muslim 
leaders had sought. 
Luddin said the decision 


to opt for a strong 

executive, rather than a 
combined system with both 
a president and prime 
minister, was made in the 
interests of political 

stability and suitability for 
the country. Afghanistan 
recently emerged from 
three decades of violent 

conflict and extreme 1 

ideological swings between 
communist and Islamic 
rule. 

"For a parliamentary 
system, you need to have a 
strong tradition of 
democracy and strong 
political parties," he said 
"The most important thing 
Afghanistan needs now is 
stability." 

Some foreign advisers to 
the constitutional process 
said officials wanted to 
avoid the kind of ruinous 
power struggle that erupted 
in the early 1990s, when 

the Afghan government 
was split between a 
president and a powerful 
prime minister. 

But some critics expressed 
concern that the proposed 
system would concentrate 
too much power in the 
president's hands. 

"Most people we talked to 
wanted a parliamentary 
system or at least a mixed 
one, because it would put 
democracy much more in 
action," said Ashraf 
Rassooli, a member of the 
constitutional commission. 
Under the new draft, he 
said, "the president is 
directly elected . by the 
people and he is not 
responsible to parliament. 
They cannot really 
challenge him." 

Alex Their of the 
International Crisis Group, 
a Brussels-based agency 
that monitors Afghan 
developments, said that 
opting for an American- 
style system in new 
democracies "tends to 
promote autocracy," and 
that eventually, 

Afghanistan will have to 
face the issue of ethnic and 
political power sharing that 
has been repeatedly shunted 
aside during the last two 
years. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether Karzai had 
imposed his will or reached 


a private agreement with 
his opponents in the 
government — leaders of 
the former Northern 
Alliance of armed Islamic 
political factions — who 
presumably would prefer a 
semi-parliamentary system 
in which one. of them 
would become prime 
minister. 

According to informed 
observers, Karzai and a 
variety of senior officials 
spent the last month in 
intense debate and 
negotiations over the 
constitution, which was 
expected to be made public 
weeks ago. Some 
observers said the idea of a 
prime minister was 
dropped because there was 
no agreement on exactly 
how much power and 
responsibility the position 
would carry. 

Others said the change 
reflected a growing split 
within Northern Alliance 
ranks, in which some 

leading figures sought the 
position of prime minister, 
while others, including 
Defense Minister 

Mohammed Fahim, 

concluded that their 
personal and factional 
interests would be better 
served by seeking the vice 
presidency 

"It may seem on the 
outside like Karzai was 
pushing hard for this 
change, but there was no 
back-room deal. In the end, 
what everyone was most 
worried about was the 
possibility of a split 
executive," said one 

foreign adviser. "There 
was a strong feeling among 
the experts that it had to be 
clear who was the boss on 
all the important issues." 

Official sources said 

Karzai had hoped to delay 
making the proposed 

charter public until just 

before the constitutional 
assembly, or loya jirga, in 
December, but the 

government has been 

under sustained pressure to 
release the secret draft 
since it was completed by 
the constitutional 

commission in September. 
During the ceremony 

Monday, the commission 

chairman. Vice President 
Enayatullah Shahrani, 
announced that the public 
was now welcome to 
express its views on the 
proposal, and that 
afterward the commission 
would present yet another 
final draft for the assembly 
to debate. No structure has 
been set up to field public 
response, however, and 
officials do not expect 
major changes to be made. 
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2 Nov—A high-level 
United Nations 

delegation is in 
Afghanistan to 

underline support for 
the country's leader, 
Hamid Karzai. 

The team - including 
representatives from all 
15 members of the UN 
Security Council - has 
met Mr Karzai at the 
beginning of the trip. 

They are due to travel 
to key cities to urge 
powerful provincial 
commanders to co¬ 
operate with the 
government. Increasing 
violence and a rise in 
drug production are 


posing strong challenges 
to Mr Karzai's 
administration. 

A spokesman for the 
Afghan Government 
described the visit as "an 
historic one". 

The fact that all 15 
members of the Security 
Council had travelled to 
Afghanistan pointed to 
the importance the UN 
attached to the country, 
he said. 

Germany's UN 

ambassador Gunter 
Pleuger - who is leading 
the week-long mission - 
said his delegation 
wanted to reassure 


Afghanistan that it 1 
remained "high on the 
agenda of the Security 
Council". 

"The Security Council 
and the international 
community support the 
reconstruction process i 
in the country," Mr 
Pleuger said. 

He said his team would 
urge faction and 
provincial leaders to co¬ 
operate fully with Mr 
Karzai's government to 
implement the Bonn 
agreement that ended 
the war, as the country 
prepares for elections 
next year. 


Nov 5 th —A senior US 
official has admitted that 
continuing attacks in Iraq 
threaten American-led 
efforts to rebuild the 
country after the war. 
Speaking in Washington, 
Deputy Defence Secretary 
Paul Wolfowitz blamed 
the attacks on a small 
number of Saddam 
Hussein loyalists, saying 
that the violence was 
distorting "the larger 
picture" of success. He 
stressed that the priority 
therefore was to involve 
more Iraqis in the 
country's defence, though 
no mention was made of 
reviving its army. 

He comments came 
shortly after the Baghdad 
headquarters of the US-led 
coalition have come under 
attack for the second night 
running, injuring at least 
three people. Amid the 
continuing violence, 

Spain, a key US ally in the 
war, is recalling most of 
its Baghdad diplomatic 
staff. The Spanish 
Government savs the 


move is temporary and 
designed to assess the 
security situation in Iraq 

"There is no evacuation. It's 
a call for an exchange of 
opinions and 

consultations," Spanish 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar told a news 
conference in Madrid. The 
Spanish embassy is to 
remain open but its staff 
will be reduced to just four 
or five. 

"Foreign terrorists are 
trying to create conditions 
of fear. Freedom is what 
terrorists fear most," said 
Mr Wolfowitz, who just 
returned back from a fact¬ 
finding trip to Iraq, during 
which his hotel came under 
rocket attack 


in Iraq 
milestones 
recruitment 


"It doesn't take very many 
people to mount a 
terrorist attack. It can 
effectively obscure the 
larger picture," he added 

Mr Wolfowitz - seen by 
many as one of the main 
architects of the US-led 
war in Iraq - also 
underlined what he 
described as a list of 
American achievements 
in Iraq He said 
milestones included the 
recruitment of 100,00 
new Iraqi security 
personnel, the 

establishment of a new 
judiciary and a free press. 

He did not directly 
address the issue of 
reconstituting elements of 
the Iraqi army, which was 
disbanded after the war. 
But the BBC's Justin 
Webb in Washington says 
this is now under serious 
consideration as the 
White House looks for 
ways of dealing with the 
turmoil in Iraq and its 
political consequences at 
home 


Nov 4"—A man who was 
imprisoned by the US 
military at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, is suing the 
Pakistani and US 
governments for 

damages worth over 
$10m. 

Pakistani cleric 

Mohammed Sagheer was 
seized by US troops 
fighting in Afghanistan 
in 2001. 

He spent roughly a year 
with other suspected al- 
Qaeda and Taleban 
operatives in the US 
military prison. 

His lawyers say he is 
suing for thp rqental and 


physical torture he 
endured at Camp X-Ray 
in Guantanamo Bay. 

Mr Sagheer filed his suit 
in an Islamabad court on 
Tuesday. 

Lawyers acting for him 
said the case could be 
heard in a Pakistani 
court because Pakistan's 
interior ministry is one 
of the defendants. 

In the first case of its 
kind, Mr Sagheer 
described his arrest by 
American authorities as 
illegal and his treatment 
at the prison camp in 
Guantanamo Bay as 
extremely inhuman. 


rv wm w W: • - 

He says he was kept for 
more than a year in a 
prison cell that was like a 
cage meant for animals. | 

During this period he 
says he was treated in the 
worst possible manner 
and was repeatedly 
interrogated about lus 
links to al-Qaeda and 
Osama bin Laden. 

Despite insisting that he ! 

• l [ 

no ties to the Islamic s | 
militant group, Mr ■ 
Sagheer says he was; 
punished by the 
authorities for what they 
saw as his lack of co¬ 
operation. 

After being released by 
the Americans, Mr 
Sagheer says he was sent 
back to Pakistan, where 
he spent a few more days 
in detention. 

The court has decided to 
hold a preliminary 
hearing for the case in the 
third week of December. - 


Nov 4 th —United Nations 
investigators have raised 
fears of new terror 
attacks in East Africa, 
warning that surface-to- 
air missiles may recently 
have been smuggled into 
Somalia for use in 
neighbouring states. 

Last November's al- 
Qaeda attack in 
Mombasa, Kenya, was 
organised from Somalia. 


The information is 
contained in a UN report 
due to come before the 
Security Council shortly. 

The report is detailed and 
alarming. United Nations 
investigators say 

smugglers are using boats 
and small planes to pour 
weapons into Somalia. 

A key route leads from 
Yemen. Eight missile 
systems, perfect for use 
by terrorists, may well 


have been brought in this 
year alone. 

The UN believes the 
shoulder-launched 
missiles, as well as an 
anti-tank systems and 
consignments of 

explosives, are almost 
certainly intended for use 
in neighbouring countries 
like Kenya. 

Speedboats have been 
used in the past to 
smuggle weapons down 
the coast. 

The UN says Somalia 
played a key role in last 
November's al-Qaeda 
attacks in Mombasa, 
Kenya. The terrorists 
used it as a launch pad 
and escape route. 

The reports say at least 
four members remain in 
Somalia. Others have 
returned to Kenya. The 
UN report criticises 


several countries 

including Ethiopia and 

Eritrea for failing to 
cooperate with their 

investigation. 

However, it also says that 
neighbouring states have 
started to show greater 

respect for the 

international arms 

embargo on Somalia. 

After more than a decade 
without any government, 
Somalia remains in the 
hands of rival warlords 
and clans. America has 
singled it out as a key 
target in its war on tenor. 

There are reports that 
CIA agents have visited 
the country recently, but 
security sources say it is 
understood that America 
has hired local militia 
groups to snatch and 
handover tenorist 

suspects. 
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